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Research on ldentification and Origin Traceability of Metal Elements
in Pistachios and Almonds
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Center of China Customs, Beijing 100026, China)

Abstract: The concentrations of 58 metal elements in 70 nut samples were determined to establish
an origin traceability method for pistachios and almonds. The samples were digested using a super mi-
crowave digestion system and analyzed for elemental content via inductively coupled plasma mass
spectrometry (ICP-MS) and inductively coupled plasma optical emission spectrometry (ICP—OES).
Multivariate statistical techniques, including principal component analysis (PCA) , partial least
squares—discriminant analysis (PLS-DA), and orthogonal partial least squares—discriminant analy-
sis (OPLS-DA), were employed to elucidate the characteristic distribution patterns of elements in
nuts from different geographical origins and to construct a diseriminant model for origin identification.
Blind validation results demonstrated that the OPLS-DA model achieved high accuracy in determin-
ing the origin of unknown samples, with identification accuracies of 90% for U. S. almonds, and
100% for U. S. pistachios, Iranian pistachios and Australian almonds. This research provides a reli-
able technical basis for the accurate origin authentication and trade regulation of nut products at ports.

Key words: nuts; metal elements; origin traceability; statistical techniques; discriminant model
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L — RPN AR B RSB, 5T . S50, & ITRAES A UEIN 2tk R F (P>
0.999) . LIZS LA E SRR 10 JCF-34m BB ) 3 65 K R, 58 Fhoe Z B4 HiFR 47 0. 03~500 pg/kg.
(] — SN E 6 UK, T TC R EE A PRI 22 (RSD)/NT 5. 0%, i HHGE S B R Ik, DAK1FE
SRS G, EENE 6K, SSFICERENI RSDHI/NT 10%, il 7 EE MR T, R IREE S
EMEVET T ASEICENIRREMSCSEER:, R H85. 0%~109%, i 7 B RO HERTE(WE 1),

F1 KIFEREIEER . RSD R CR (n=6)

Table 1 Test results, RSDs and the recoveries of sample K1(n=6)

s

Element Precision/% 1 2 3 4 5 6 Average — Spiked  Found Recov-
% ery/%
B 0.95 13.8 13.4 14.2 14. 6 13.8 14. 1 14.0 3.0 10 24.9 109
Mg* 1.45 0.121 0. 120 0.123 0.121 0.123 0.124 0. 122 1.3 0.05 0.175 106
Al 2.20 3.99 4.29 4. 14 4.26 4.21 4.35 4.21 3.0 2 6. 14 96. 5
Si 0. 83 56.9 57.3 58.2 61.7 60. 8 64.2 59.9 4.8 10 68.9 90.0
P’ 1.09 0.481 0. 464 0.474 0. 480 0. 482 0. 489 0.478 1.8 0.05 0.525 94.0
K" 0.19 0.998 1.01 1.02 1.03 1.00 0. 983 1.01 1.7 0.05 1.05 80.0
Ti 1. 15 0. 167 0.138 0.148 0. 140 0. 150 0. 159 0. 150 7.4 2 2.24 105
Mn 0.48 9.01 8. 74 8.36 8.41 8.92 8. 64 8. 68 3.0 10 19.3 106
Zn 1. 11 24.6 26.9 25.3 25.7 24.9 25.9 25.6 3.2 10 34.7 91.0
Li 2.97 0.0889 0.0836 0.0891 0.0828 0.0865 0.0847 0.0859 3.5 0.1 0.191 105
Be"” 4. 68 0. 872 0.953 0.914 0.907 0. 835 0. 857 0. 890 4.8 100 92 91.1
Na 1.27 85.9 84.7 86.9 87.3 88.1 86.3 86.5 1.4 10 95.9 94.0
Ca’ 3.13 0.184 0. 189 0.174 0.171 0.183 0. 187 0.181 4.0 0.05 0.228 94.0
S¢™ 2.67 87 79 92 85 89 99 89 7.6 100 180 91.0
A% 3.84 0.0113 0.0101 0.0103 0.00989 0.0119 0.0125 0.0110 9.7 0.1 0.119 108
Cr 1.88 0.042 1 0.0425 0.0441 0.0424 0.0453 0.0427 0.0431 2.9 0.1 0.138 94.9
Fe 2.35 32.7 33.3 34.7 33.6 32.9 34.7 33.7 2.6 10 42.8 91.0
Co 2.72 0.00859 0.00849 0.00832 0.00898 0.00891 0.00876 0.00868 2.9 0.1 0.101 92.3
Ni 2.39 0.871 0. 853 0. 861 0. 891 0. 834 0. 859 0. 862 2.2 0.1 0.971 109
Cu 3.94 12. 1 11.9 11.3 11.0 11.2 10. 6 11.4 4.9 10 20.9 95.0
Ga 2.26 0.0303 0.0316 0.0299 0.0291 0.0289 0.0297 0. 030 3.3 0.1 0.117 87.0
Ge” 4.29 0.011 0.012 0.014 0.011 0.012 0.011 0.012 9.9 100 93 93.0
As 1.54 0.00743 0.00729 0.00764 0.00748 0.00759 0.00754 0.0075 1.7 0.1 0. 098 90.5
Se 0.99 0.0554 0.0552 0.0553 0.0553 0.0558 0.0551 0.0554 0.44 0.1 0.142 86. 6
Rb 1.12 4.12 3.92 4.04 3.99 3.87 4.01 3.99 2.2 10 12.6 86. 1
Sr 2.97 25.4 26.3 28.1 25.8 27.3 27.5 26.7 4.0 10 35.9 92.0
Y 1.63 0.00342 0.00361 0.00359 0.00368 0.00349 0.00352 0.0035 2.6 0.1 0.099 95.5
Zr 5.57 0.00125 0.00121 0.00118 0.00114 0.00104 0.00109 0.0011 6.8 0.1 0.093 91.9
Nb™ 1. 84 0.511 0. 604 0. 623 0.534 0.579 0. 502 0. 559 9.0 100 96.3 95.7
Mo 1.37 0. 352 0. 361 0. 346 0. 349 0.338 0. 341 0.347 2.4 0.1 0.434 87.0
pd” 1. 69 0.98 1.03 1.05 0.99 1.01 1.10 1.03 4.3 100 95.4 94. 4
Ag” 2.01 0.948 0.917 0.929 0. 897 0.786 0.901 0. 896 6.4 100 92.9 92.0
Cd 1.03 0.00135 0.00139 0.00128 0.00131 0.00124 0.00129 0.00131 4.1 0.1 0.102 101
Sn 1.19 0.00196 0.00199 0.00182 0.00179 0.00175 0.00171 0.00184 6.2 0.1 0.106 104
Sh™ 2.23 0. 36 0.39 0.34 0.37 0.44 0.36 0.38 9.3 100 94. 1 93.7
1 3.11 0.041 1 0.0389 0.0423 0.0365 0.0378 0.0411 0.0396 5.7 0.1 0.129 89.4
Cs 2. 09 0.004 46 0.00439 0.00427 0.00418 0.00435 0.00455 0.0044 3.0 0.1 0.097 92.6
Ba 1.33 0. 148 0. 161 0. 146 0. 154 0. 143 0.139 0. 148 5.3 0.1 0.234 86.0
La 4.19 0.00396 0.00392 0.00381 0.00378 0.00384 0.00394 0.00388 1.9 0.1 0.094 90. 1
Ce 1.95 0.00496 0.00479 0.00493 0.00489 0.00479 0.00481 0.00486 1.5 0.1 0.095 90. 1
Pr 4.27 0.56 0.52 0.49 0.46 0.48 0.45 0.49 8.3 100 85 84.5
Nd 1.59 0.00231 0.00229 0.00233 0.00219 0.00208 0.00214 0.0022 4.6 0.1 0.092 89.8
Sm™ 1.18 0.46 0.41 0.39 0.44 0.38 0.38 0. 41 8.2 100 88 87.8
Eu” 2. 14 0. 084 0.093 0. 082 0. 096 0. 081 0. 085 0. 087 7.1 100 91 90.9
Gd™ 3.56 0.51 0.49 0.47 0.52 0.46 0.41 0.48 8.4 100 87 86.5
Th™ 3.28 0. 055 0. 054 0. 046 0. 059 0. 054 0.051 0. 053 8.2 100 101 101
Dy” 4. 47 0.62 0.59 0. 66 0.57 0.54 0.59 0. 60 7.0 100 94.9 94.3
Ho™ 2.31 0. 089 0. 081 0. 092 0.097 0. 086 0. 093 0. 090 6.3 100 87.8 87.7
Er” 1.99 0.39 0.36 0.33 0.34 0.32 0.31 0.34 8.6 100 86.3 86.0
Tm"™ 2.38 0.048 0.052 0. 051 0. 045 0. 057 0. 045 0. 049 9.3 100 90.2 90. 2
Ybh™ 3.96 0.32 0.27 0. 35 0.31 0.29 0.33 0.32 9.2 100 89.2 88.9
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Element Precision/% 1 2 3 4 5 6 Average RED/ Spiked  Found Recov-
% ery/%
Lu™ 4.43 0. 029 0.028 0. 031 0.032 0. 029 0.028 0. 030 5.6 100 85.9 85.9
HgH 4.79 0.73 0. 67 0. 64 0.63 0. 69 0.58 0. 66 7.9 100 88.7 88.0
TI™ 3.96 0.28 0.32 0.31 0.25 0.27 0.26 0.28 9.9 100 85.5 85.2
Pb 3.31 0.0121 0.0128 0.0110 0.0112 0.0118 0.0118 0.0118 5.5 0.1 0.108 96.2
Bi” 4. 80 0.21 0.16 0. 18 0.19 0.17 0.19 0.19 9.6 100 85.1 84.9
Th 2. 66 0.79 0.63 0.76 0.83 0.74 0. 69 0.74 9.7 100 86. 8 86. 1
u” 2.58 1.05 1. 14 1.21 0.99 0.94 1.01 1. 06 9.5 100  87.4 86.3

*indicate the unit is 107(g/100g), **indicate the unit is 10~ ng/kg, the others are 107 mg/kg
2.2 HRmBETESH
AN[E) 2 LA U SR K DL 20 ARBIR ST BTN E 1Y S8 P Bt B s T BOs R IR E TR, 4
B SR st 7 AR = L H R 5FF R e Z S B S . SR DA bR ZE (X«SD) BRI
M 2EAE AT I, EE SRR EHARELET Ve RS & EAEEREER, R HIER
A S R E PR E X TR R N, FRITEN Mg, K. CaFH—EMESR; METHEN
Zn. Cu. Mn. Se. AsFICdE L HERLE, FeMIPb T ES, EE 5T ORET Y TES
B ERIANEN RN ESR, THEFETESHMEBETHEE R, FEITEMNa, Mg, PHICaHF—E
ZER, HKERAK; MEITLHENFe. Zn. Cu. Mn., As. Cd. Se. LiZ%ZEREF.
F2 AR S TR B

Table 2 Mineral element contents in nut samples from different regions

Almond Pistachio
No Element AUS(n=18) USA(n=16) IRAN(n=8) USA (n=28)
(X +SD)(pg-kg") (X+SD)(pg-kg") (X+SD)(pg-kg") (X+SD)(pg-kg")
1 Li 19. 76+7. 01 25.66+9. 51 116. 30+£70. 27 41. 88+15.01
2 Be 0. 89+0. 93 0. 46+0. 76 0.41+0. 44 0. 17+0. 34
3 B 29.26+5. 19 33.67+11.25 11.46+2.29 12. 89+3. 01
4 Mg* 2914. 84+70. 22 2 858.71+161. 62 1 224. 38+124. 60 1 188.57+70. 97
5 Al' 2.26+2. 12 3.90+3. 61 2.15+1. 65 0.47+0.97
6 Sit 40. 76+6. 43 45.21+7.77 38.01+10. 51 36. 89+11. 02
7 P’ 4980. 92+225. 65 4.870. 11+327. 11 4 446. 25+299. 55 4961.24+311.23
8 K’ 7709. 21+249. 88 8 130. 17£566. 23 10 968. 63+905. 18 10 938.91+861.22
9 Ca" 2 642.46+176. 27 2 555.55+241. 21 1219.25+265.78 1024. 10+121. 34
10 Sc 0. 06+0. 27 0. 07+0. 27 0. 18+0. 34 0.04+0. 16
11 Ti" 0.18+0. 11 0.31+0. 19 0. 10+0. 04 0. 06+0. 03
12 A% 7.84+3. 46 15.28+7. 12 8.41+2.32 4.09+1. 81
13 Cr 52.21+39.78 217.94+209. 11 33.63+8.93 68. 73+76. 35
14 Mn" 31.53+3. 12 21.27+4. 06 8.77+1.79 11.92+2.03
15 Fe" 47.31+3.26 47.08+6. 56 27.89+4.75 46. 82+5. 18
16 Co 114. 16+66. 65 53.23+22. 16 6.22+1.90 29.72+16. 18
17 Ni* 0. 65+0. 06 1. 16+0. 52 0.53+0. 17 0.79+0. 19
18 Cu 9. 88+1.35 12. 65+2. 65 7.87+1. 89 13.78+1.51
19 Zn" 38.52+4.22 33.99+6. 41 29. 87+3. 65 23.50+2. 38
20 Ga’ 0. 89+0. 16 0.58+0. 19 0.02+0. 01 0. 15+0. 06
21 Ge 0. 82+0. 64 0. 86+0. 62 0.23+0. 37 0. 46+0. 38
22 As 6.23+1. 08 17.90+16. 22 88. 17+96. 83 45.32+18.76
23 Se 14.33+8. 59 19.01+5. 43 49. 14+13. 95 124.99+40. 12
24 Rb’ 2.46+0. 33 12.27+5.07 3.96+2. 34 17.34+5. 18
25 Sr' 19. 66+3. 13 12. 88+1. 88 22.03+4. 39 4.21+1.21
26 Y 2.05+1. 08 1. 83+0. 97 1.36+0. 97 0. 68+0. 23
27 Zr 3.20+2.32 1.72+1.49 0. 63+0. 60 0. 14+0. 64
28 Nb 0. 45+0. 25 1. 03+0. 69 0.31+0. 15 0.19+0. 12
29 Mo” 0.59+0. 19 0.43+0. 17 0. 14+0. 09 0.23+0. 07
30 Pd 0.41+0. 18 0.61+0. 44 0.52+0. 28 1.15+3.43
31 Ag 0.91+0. 23 2.71+1.08 1. 14+0. 60 0.46+0. 10
32 Cd 4.65+1.76 9.54+4.23 1.96+1. 30 17. 88+8. 04
33 Sn 3.35+9. 66 0.21+0. 78 0. 39+0. 74 0.31+1. 10
34 Sh 0. 36+0. 22 2.45+6. 54 0. 36+0. 10 0. 36+0. 23
35 1 23.32+21.21 40.91+57. 87 26.54+12.93 21.32+20. 08
36 Cs 3.42+0. 80 23.23+10. 26 8. 06+5. 24 34.25+13.24
37 Ba" 4.43+0.77 2. 89+0. 91 0. 11+0. 06 0. 68+0. 25
38 La 2.73+1.46 3.21+1. 67 3.51+2.94 1.50+1. 81
39 Ce 5.65+3. 11 5.91+3. 06 5.39+3.91 2.16+1.23
40 Pr 0. 59+0. 35 0. 53+0. 33 0.29+0. 13 0. 15+0. 06
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(8:32)
Almond Pistachio
No. Element AUS(n=18) USA(n=16) IRAN(n=8) USA(n=28)
(X +SD)(pg-kg™) (X +8SD) (pg-kg™) (X +8D) (pg-kg™) (X £SD)(pg-kg™)
41 Nd 2.32+1.47 2.03x1. 15 1. 17+0. 60 0. 54+0. 22
42 Sm 0. 50+0. 30 0. 40+0. 26 0.23+0. 14 0. 13+0. 07
43 Eu 0. 21+0. 06 0. 16+0. 07 0. 05+0. 03 0. 04+0. 02
44 Gd 0. 49+0. 26 0. 38+0. 22 0.26+0. 11 0. 12+0. 07
45 Th 0. 05+0. 04 0. 04+0. 03 0. 02+0. 02 0.01+0. 01
46 Dy 0. 37+0. 20 0.28+0. 14 0.21+0. 17 0. 09+0. 04
47 Ho 0. 07+0. 05 0. 06+0. 04 0. 04+0. 03 0.01+0. 01
48 Er 0.21+0. 12 0. 17+0. 09 0. 15+0. 09 0. 08+0. 04
49 Tm 0. 02+0. 02 0. 02+0. 01 0. 02+0. 02 0.01+0. 01
50 Yb 0. 15+0. 09 0. 14+0. 07 0. 11+0. 09 0. 04+0. 02
51 Lu 0. 02+0. 02 0. 03+0. 02 0. 01+0. 01 0.01+0. 01
52 Hg ND ND 0. 45+0. 50 0. 09+0. 25
53 Tl 0.75+0. 43 1.34+1.45 0.49+0. 41 0.37+0. 24
54 Pb 7.56x8. 03 7.86+7.53 8.46+2.95 5.22+5.62
55 Bi 0. 09+0. 08 0. 08+0. 06 0. 26+0. 20 0. 08+0. 07
56 Th 0.59+0. 33 1.21+1.49 0.32+0. 18 0.19+0. 11
57 U 0. 06+0. 06 1. 58+0. 94 0. 74+0. 34 0.61+0. 38
58 Na 11. 69+2.76 14. 68+6. 46 76.42+21.72 24.56+16. 15
*indicates that the unit is mg-kg™'; ND: not detected N . §
3 JRORER
2.3 Fiﬂ#ﬁ i}ﬁ*ﬁi}g E"]*ﬂ & Table 3 Principal component analysis of pistachios
N Principal com-  Explain variance ~ Cumulative explained vari-

2.3.1 Iﬁkﬁﬁ*ﬁ ponent ratio/% ance ratio/%

2.3.1.1 R ERE36ANTFO AN (S5 28 PCI 32.9 32.9

A, PR 8AN ) 58 FhoT R I & B AR igi 198'62 Z(l)';

BEAT Z-score brfifl, THBREAZI . PCA 4r B4 PC4 6.2 66.9

IR, RIS  RHIREE T S1. 190 _—

N ) N e ™ PCA-X UsA

MkJi%. 3, PCLEETIOLE N IR - —

1 Na(0.53) . K(0.39)FI P(0.37), Hidri Ca -y

(=0.3) M Zn(-0.29); PC2 EBFBRTEHN: E 2 ? .

FAary A1(0. 35)FITi(0. 33), FZATHI Rb(-0. 41) ' e o® ‘.o

. = o4 @

FCs(-0.38) . PCAMBEMME 1R, MEHRH =° 2 o o‘o Soee

. - . ‘ 0%

223, S HAIFEARTE PC2 4 F B R B 4 \ o ® o0 ©

D ) NYSRN N = N -2
ad, LEMAENRS RIS TEES, #
FEARLEPCT BT, BoRBEREpERERE
b T T T T T T

Stk PHHREARTE PC2 EAHXT S . i B /A 403 2 30123

q1]
S H P OB A B SR TR Nas (DB P B A

AR i A 2 T SR AR AR (p<0.001) 5 K FRIAE Fig. 1 PCA scores of elements in pistachios
A H 2 R AR R (p=0.056) ; Zn: {FEIFEA R 4 EHA LR

Fa T EEMEAR(p<0.01); Rb: EHEFEEAREFHE Table 4 Principal component analysis of almonds
FHEIEEA (p<0.001) 5 Al: FEHFEARIZE H T35 Principal compo- Explain.variance Cumul'ative exp.lained
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